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States of Germany, the other the people, and to this Parlia-
ment the federal ministers were to be responsible. On 28
OFFER OF March the Imperial Crown was offered to
IMPERIAL Frederick William IV of Prussia. But by
FREDERICK tilis time tlie situation had materially altered.
WILLIAM iv Austria was no longer a negligible quantity.
OF PRUSSIA Under the young Emperor and the new minis-
ter, Schwarzenberg, she was fast regaining the position she
had temporarily lost. Frederick William IV was hardly
less under the influence of Schwarzenberg than his predeces-
sor was under that of Metternich. He had no mind to brave
the wrath, possibly the forcible opposition, of Austria ; still
less to accept the Imperial Crown at the hands of a demo-
cratic Assembly and thus proclaim himself ' the serf of the
Revolution '. The offer was, therefore, to the grievous dis-
appointment of the Progressives, definitely declined by him.
Prussia was not, in Bismarck's phrase, to be ' dissolved hi
Germany '. Germany was to be absorbed ultimately into
Prussia; but not until the offer of the Imperial Crown came
from the sovereign princes would a Prussian sovereign by
Divine Right deign to accept it. The Frankfort Assembly
struggled against the acceptance of defeat; but defeat was
now inevitable. The States withdrew their delegates, and
the radical rump having transferred their deliberations to
Stuttgart were eventually dispersed by force (July 1849).
Two years of confusion followed, but in 1851 the * Bund '
was restored and the work of the Unionists seemed utterly
RESTORATION effaced. In reality it was not so. The
OF THE 'BUND* Frankfort Parliament had given a powerful
impulse to the movement for unity, though the end was
ultimately achieved by very different means.
The years between 1851 and 1861 were in the main years
of placid reaction in Germany. Austria recovered from the
troubles of 1848 with a rapidity which reflects the highest
.credit on Schwarzenberg, but her strength was sapped by
the disaffection of Hungary. In Prussia important reforms
were effected tinder Von Roon in armaments and military
organization ; but for ten years, the surface calm was un-